
December 30, 2013 

Joseph Theile 

Nevada Division of Health 

jtheile@health.nv.gov 

RE:  Marijuana regulations vis a vis laboratory certification 

Dear Mr. Theile, 

Some have suggested that the regulations governing laboratories licensed to perform testing on 

marijuana and marijuana containing products sold in the State of Nevada require that such laboratories 

be required to obtain International Standards Organization (ISO) certification.  ISO certification is aimed 

at general standards of good laboratory practice and is in no way particularly applicable to testing of 

marijuana for safety, potency or anything else.  The legal marijuana industry is a nascent industry at this 

point and various individuals associated with laboratories in other states are currently working to put 

together a laboratory working group to establish standards for laboratories that perform medical 

marijuana testing.  Hence, I suggest that at this point in time the requirement to conform with the 

regulations listed in Section 118, #3 pertaining to good laboratory practices is appropriate until such 

time as the industry itself comes up with particular standards and a certification program for 

laboratories performing medical marijuana testing. 

It is my observation that the laboratories pushing for ISO certification are more interested in using that 

certification in their marketing efforts rather than insuring that testing labs are really doing the job that 

needs to be done. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John E. Hiatt, Ph.D. 

8180 Placid Street 

Las Vegas, NV 89123 

702-361-1171 
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